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Use of Taxicabs. 


l. It was recently proposed to issue a new regulation covering 
toc use of taxicabs either in the form of e directive, instruction, 
or nodificention cf the Confidential Funce Repulaticns- The ori inal 
er.ft covered recuirements for submission cf cluims in general, and 
titn inedic ted 6 ceifie situations in which taxicabs might be used, 
Woepe an clement of security was sresent and those in which tie use 
»&s based largeiy on cxpediencys 


2. In a recent couvers»tion with the writer, you indinated — 
tnat where 2 security factor was present the use of taxicabs would 
be cover=d by @ change in the Confidential Fumds Regulations. Howe = 
ever, you censicered it advisable to cbtain an opinion from the 
Corptrcllor veneral regarding the use of taxicabs where expediency 
wes bne prime considerstien. The questions involved related to tue 
use oF taxis fors 


&. Travel for urgent fixed appointments; 


t. Transportation of unusually bulky docursnts, or 
celilcate or cumbersome equipment, regardless of the security 


clessification, prowided the need was immediate; 


ce. Transportation cf employees in the company of collaborat- 
ing individuals for whem general public transportation would 
be inavpropriate bocause of perscnal prestige or aims of rup- 
reeerntatione 


3. after further review of the opinions “of the Comptroller General, . 
both published and unpublished, the Fiscal Office. concurs. in-my belief: - 
that the Couptroller has already established his‘ acceptance. of claims... — 
for th: use of taxicabs in the first two categeries indicated above. 

4, Tne basic provision applicable to the use of taxféabs whether 
or not the employee is in a travel statcs, is contained in paragraph 
ll of the Stendurdized Gowernmut Travel Regulations and provides that 
transportation "will be allowed only when no public or rajular means 
of trensportatio are available or when such regular means of trans- 
portation cannot be used advantageously in the interest of the Govern- 
ment, in wiich cass a satisfactory explanation must accompany the ac- 
count" (Our emphasis). In referring to paragraph 8 (a) of the Standard- 
ized Government travel Regulations, which in turn refers to paragraph 
1l above cited, the Comptroller (See opinion of 26 Comp. Gen. 797) 
statcc that the paragraph "dispenses with the necessity of showing 
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that tha intercet of the Government required the use of « taxiosb rather 
than & chouper means of traneportetion under the conditions spooifiad, 
but neitner that seruzraph nor any other provision of law ear regulation 
of wiich I am aware, purports to authorize ths use of taxicabe generally, 
Walle tne saving of time is one of the factors which may be takin into 
cunsideration in determining whether tno use of taxicabs is in the in- 
terest of the Government, it cannot be presumed that in every instances 
the Gownrument necessarily dpenefits by saving of time or that its in- 
terest would not as well te served by the use of slower or cheaper means 
of transportetion.” In regard to the general use of taxicabs he states 
that "in the absence of some statute or rcepulation to the contrary, the 
general rule necessarily is that transportation must be by the most 
economical means usually used by the public generally unless it clearly 
ig snown tnat some other means of trangportation was used primarily in 
the interest of the Gove nment." A broader gencral administrative is- 
termination authorizing the use of taxicabs by a particular exnployee or 
class of suployees as a neceasity at ali times cannot be accepted as proof 
tnut other cueuper means of transpertation used by the public generally 
cunmot pe used advantapeouely in the intercet of the Government. (See 

23 Comp, ben. 310). 


5. In the light of the above sited opinions, as weil as others, 
the Couptroller nas indloated a strong rvluatance to approve specific 
criteria for the use of taxicabs. While spseial situations might be 
fucic ted in wiich the use of taxis could be justified, they would be 
me more tosn guides, and should be subjeot to the gonsral condition that 
the "rejulur asane of trenspartation canmnet be used advantageously in 
the interest of tne Government." This would seem to cover the twe situa- 
tions indficatec above in catcegerics a. and b. in paragraph 2. Actual ex- 
pedience would justify thoir use, 


6. The remaining provision regardirg the use of taxicabs purely for 
purposes of rcpresentation nag not been considercsd by the Comptroller 
General, unc it would probably be wry difffleult to satisfy the Comptroller 
that it wes neceseary as an tidvantageous usw in the interest of tho Govern- 
monte e believe submission of ‘he question ia probably unnscessary from 
& practical rtundpoint, If 1 security factor ia present, the use is al- . 
ready justified by the changs in the Confidential Fumds Regulations. if 
there is no security fector, it wold appear that purposes of represesnta- 
tion coulc be satisfied by use of a metor-pool car when the person was 
accompanicd by un employee of the Apency. Uy the same token, if a car 
from tha motor=pool is not available within a reasonable time and urfonoy 
is present, then we belicve the use, wnen the person is accompanied by a 
ClA amployoe, i458 already justified under the opinions cf the Comptroller 
General ijicicuted abeve. However, if you still believe it would be pre~ 
feratle to submit the question purely on the basia of representation, I 
shall be jlesaed to prepare tho necessary lotter to GAO, 
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